RIFDA January Legislative Update
As most members are aware the Rhode Island General Assembly has gone through a significant change this session both in number of new legislators as well as well as noteworthy changes in committee assignments and chairmanships.    For added uniqueness there has also been a “cultural change” with the election of a new Independent governor – who has made significant effort to develop lines of communication and relationships with State House and Senate Leadership – something that has not been seen for several years.

All of this change has led to slower than usual submission of legislation particularly along the lines of tax and spend proposals. More specifically there has been a lot of formal discussions surrounding the budget deficit and unemployment. The initial efforts of the General Assembly have thus far centered on redistricting - (reviewed every 10 years); legalizing same sex marriage (strongly supported by the House Speaker as well as the Governor); immigration (e-verify options); and most recently determining funding options to support the shortfall in unemployment insurance.  None of these areas are a surprise – but the timing of the initiative and the lack of action in certain other areas is a little concerning to a number of voters.

None the less, this has given observers, including ourselves the opportunity to observe the posturing, positioning, and initial alliances that are forming among the state representatives and senators.  Considering all of the new legislators and the new appointments to committees this can only help in developing knowledge that will be helpful as the session proceeds.
A few other legislative points of interest to be aware of:

· The General Assembly Session Calendar is still not posted but it is expected to be in the next week to ten days.

· Two of new committee chairpersons appointed involve two of the committees that the association interacts with on a frequent basis.
· Heilo Melo (D, E. Prov) is the new chairman of House Finance.  Heilo is actually the state rep from this area – the association’s office – and is very supportive of our efforts

· Edith Ajello (D. Prov.) was name the head of House Judiciary.  Edith is close to the Speaker and has a long tenure but has no legal background.  She will be relying on others on her committee for points of law
· Based on current information and stated agenda items – as well as carry over items from the last session RIFDA has identified a number of areas of focus for this session as it proceeds.  These include (not listed in any order of significance) 

· Budget Deficit Actions

· 1% Sales Tax on Current Non-Taxable commodities (including food)

· Ethics Reform

· Health Insurance Exchange – (and actions of newly formed state commission)     

· Product Stewardship

· Interchange Fees

· Amazon Tax Propositions

· Minimum Wage tied to CPI

· Mandatory Paid Sick Leave

· Beverage Tax

· Combined Reporting

· Interstate Trucking Regulations

· Nutritional Labeling

· BPA

