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RHODE ISLAND FOOD DEALERS ASSOCIATION CROWNS RHODE ISLAND'S BEST BAGGER AT ANNUAL TRADE DINNER

The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association (RIFDA) held their 12th annual Best Bagger Contest on March 11, 2010 at the Providence Marriott Hotel to determine the winner who will represent the state of Rhode Island at the 2011 National Best Bagger Championships.

East Providence Rhode Island – March 12, 2010 -- The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association (RIFDA) hosted their annual Best Bagger Contest on March 11, 2010 at the Providence Marriott it was an exciting bag off between Brigido's Fresh Market, Clements' Marketplace, Eastside Marketplace, Shaw's and Stop & Shop.

Rhode Island’s “Best Bagger” Bonny Pride from Shaw's Supermarket Westerly won full national convention registration, plus hotel accommodations and transportation. The national champion will receive $10,000, the chance to compete with David Letterman on his late night show, among other prizes. Second place went to Kat Richardson, Stop & Shop Westerly and third place Nicole Gilmore, Shaw's Supermarket Lakewood.

“The Best Bagger contest is an exciting, vibrant and fun-filled event where Rhode Island’s best grocery baggers can show off their speed and compete for a shot at the national competition”, said Steve Arthurs, President & CEO, Rhode Island Food Dealers Association. 

Each year, The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association (RIFDA) hosts the industry's most exciting event, in search of the best of the best grocery baggers in the state. They compete for great prizes and the title of state Best Bagger as well as the chance to go to the Nationals. Contestants are judged on speed, bag-building technique, weight distribution between bags, style, attitude and appearance. The next national finals will take place during the National Grocers Association annual convention at the Paris Las Vegas Hotel in February 2011.

About Rhode Island Food Dealer’s Association:

The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association represents over 300 food organizations throughout the state including grocery and specialty retailers, wholesalers, distributors, manufacturers, suppliers and brokers.  Combined the food industry in RI represents the largest source of revenue generators within the state and without exception employs more people than other industries in the region.

With its size and scope the food industry in Rhode Island has developed and evolved over time to be a large complex and diverse group of organizations.  RIFDA has and will continue to provide the services and functions needed that help its members successfully compete and grow by acting as a resource that understands their needs and provides them with information, education, representation and other efficient and effective programs. 
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