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RHODE ISLAND FOOD DEALERS ASSOCIATION HONORS ANDREW R. SCHIFF CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITY FOOD BANK AS THE 2010 RI FOOD INDUSTRY CONTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR
The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association (RIFDA) will host their 2010 Trade Dinner on March 11, 2010 at the Providence Marriott Hotel at 6pm.  Andrew R. Schiff, CEO of the Rhode Island Community Food Bank will be honored as the Food Industry Contributor of the Year. Andrew will receive this award for his outstanding dedication, leadership and achievements.

East Providence Rhode Island – February 19, 2010 -- The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association (RIFDA) will host their annual Trade Dinner on March 11, 2010 at the Providence Marriott Hotel One Orms Street at 6pm. In the past RIFDA awarded retailers and suppliers of the year, 2010 Andrew R. Schiff will be the first honoree as Contributor of the Year. The evening will begin with a networking cocktail, a delicious dinner, and the presentation of the 2010 Food Industry Contributor of the Year award to honoree Andrew R. Schiff finishing with our guest speaker/entertainer local celebrity David Dilorenzo.
With the present economic struggles the RI Community Food Bank under Andrew's guidance has continued to supply a staggering 13 million meals, the highest level of hunger in 10 years with a state funding of only $192,000. 

“Andrew is defiantly deserving of this honor he has proven his commitment to stamping out hunger in these very trying times ”, said Steve Arthurs, President & CEO, Rhode Island Food Dealers Association. 

As CEO of the RI Community Food Bank for the past three years Andrew R. Schiff, Ph.D. has been compassionate and committed to the eradication of hunger.  Prior to his work at the RI Community Food Bank Andrew served 6 years as the Assistant Director of Project Bread. In addition, he has coordinated The Walk for Hunger, which raises $3 million annually. Formerly Dr. Schiff had a career directing mental health services in several Massachusetts agencies. He is a graduate of Haverford College and holds both an MA and a Ph.D. from Emory University.

About Rhode Island Food Dealer’s Association:

The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association represents over 300 food organizations throughout the state including grocery and specialty retailers, wholesalers, distributors, manufacturers, suppliers and brokers.  Combined the food industry in RI represents the largest source of revenue generators within the state and with exception employs more people than other industries in the region.

With its size and scope the food industry in Rhode Island has developed and evolved over time to be a large complex and diverse group of organizations.  RIFDA has and will continue to provide the services and functions needed that help its members successfully compete and grow by acting as a resource that understands their needs and provides them with information, education, representation and other efficient and effective programs. 
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