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RHODE ISLAND FOOD DEALERS ASSOCIATION HONORS ANDREW R. SCHIFF CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE RHODE ISLAND COMMUNITY FOOD BANK AS THE 2010 RI FOOD INDUSTRY PERSON OF THE YEAR

The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association (RIFDA) hosted their 2010 Trade Dinner on March 11, 2010 at the Providence Marriott Hotel.  Andrew R. Schiff, CEO of the Rhode Island Community Food Bank was honored as the Food Industry Person of the Year. Andrew received this award for his outstanding leadership, insight and achievement that contribute positively to the identity of the food industry in the state of Rhode Island.

East Providence Rhode Island – March 12, 2010 -- The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association (RIFDA) held their annual Trade Dinner on March 11, 2010 at the Providence Marriott Hotel. In the past RIFDA awarded retailers and suppliers of the year. Andrew R. Schiff will be the first honoree as Person of the Year. This person of the Year Award has been established to identify and applaud the contributions of an individual from the greater RI food industry. 

The mission of the Rhode Island Community Food Bank is to provide food to people in need and promote long-term solutions to the problem of hunger. According to the USDA, almost 12% of all households in RI (50,000 households) cannot afford adequate food. In December 2009, over 54,603 people received food via the RI Community Food Bank, a jump of 15% over the same month in the previous year.

“Andrew is defiantly deserving of this honor his efforts and contributions clearly meet and exceed the criteria of this new award. He has proven his commitment to stamping out hunger in these very trying 

times ”, said Steve Arthurs, President & CEO, Rhode Island Food Dealers Association. 

Despite these spikes in demand and the need to "do more with less" the Rhode Island Community Food Bank has been able to respond to the challenges it faced and adapt to the current situation. By becoming more creative in establishing its' source of supply, conserving resources and creating efficiencies in its logistics model. This new strategic thinking, change in methods used and adaptation to a new challenging environment has been achieved under the leadership and direction of Andrew R. Schiff, who has served as CEO of the Rhode Island Community Food Bank since May of 2007. 

About Rhode Island Food Dealer’s Association:

The Rhode Island Food Dealers Association represents over 300 food organizations throughout the state including grocery and specialty retailers, wholesalers, distributors, manufacturers, suppliers and brokers.  Combined the food industry in RI represents the largest source of revenue generators within the state and without exception employs more people than other industries in the region.

With its size and scope the food industry in Rhode Island has developed and evolved over time to be a large complex and diverse group of organizations.  RIFDA has and will continue to provide the services and functions needed that help its members successfully compete and grow by acting as a resource that understands their needs and provides them with information, education, representation and other efficient and effective programs. 
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